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IMMEDIATELY RELOCATION P R OGRAM FOR UM DROPOUTS AT WMC
DISCUSSED AT JPPC M E E T I N G  IN M I S S O U L A




A  pr o g r a m  which would enable University of Montana students who drop out early in the 
academic quarter to transfer to Western Montana College in Dillon was discussed b y  members of 
the UM-WMC Joint Program Planning Committee (JPPC) when they met Sa t u r d a y  and Sunday, April 
2-3, in Missoula.
Dr. Jon Rudbach, professor o f  microb i o l o g y  at UM and co-chairman o f  the JPPC, said the 
program would be designed to relocate students who leave UM b ecause they have difficulty 
adjusting to the size o f  the Missoula campus.
"A number of students leave UM after they register or during the first three weeks here 
because they cannot cope with the environment," Rudbach said. "The p r o g r a m  would help these 
students relocate on the smaller, more intimate, Dillon campus.
The relocation pr o g r a m  is one of several programs the JPPC is developing to allow Montana 
students greater flexibility in planning their educational careers. UM and WMC have 
established cooperative programs wherein students can enroll at WMC for first- and second-year 
courses and then transfer to UM to complete their academic training.
-more-
RELO C A T I O N  P R OGRAM FOR U M  DROPOUTS AT W M C--page 2
O t her items discussed at the JPPC m e e t i n g  include:
--Developing a rural education center on the WMC campus which would be the only 
teache r - t r a i n i n g  pro g r a m  in the United States that w o u l d  focus on teach i n g  in rural-area 
schools.
--Developing a "Natural Heritage" p r o g r a m  at WMC w h ich w o uld be an inter-departmental 
curr i c u l u m  with emphasis on historical and ecological perspectives.
--Expanding the WMC Continuing E d ucation Pr o g r a m  b y  o f f e r i n g  a "weekend college" which 
would allow students to attend classes on weekends and do independant study.
